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  ASSOCIATION DES INSPECTEURS MARITIMES AGRÉÉS DU QUÉBEC 

 

CODE OF ETHICS 

 

This document has no official value; it is inspired from the Code of ethics of professional technologists of 

Quebec, the Code Of Ethics of NAMS and the Code Of Ethics And Rules of Practice of SAMS.  

 

I : DEFINITION 

 

1.0  In the present code, « Client » is used for all persons or entity for whom the Marine Surveyor 

offers services linked to his (male gender is used as default) professional duties.  The Client can be a 

potential buyer, a current owner whose insurance requires renewal, an insurance provider or insurance 

broker or any entity who requires the services of a professional marine surveyor. 

1.1  In the present code, « Association » refers to l’Association des Inspecteurs Maritimes Agréés du 

Québec (AIMAQ). 

II : DUTIES TOWARDS THE PUBLIC 

 

2.0  The Marine Surveyor assures respect towards the involved people and environment considering 

the consequences of his duties.  The safety of living beings is the prime objective under all aspects of his 

duties. 

 

2.1  The Marine Surveyor shall do everything in his power to assure transparency of his work while 

respecting the limits of confidentiality imposed by the nature of his duties, and shall take all necessary 

actions to maintain up to date his knowledge and put them to use in all professional services rendered. 

 

III : DUTIES TOWARDS THE CLIENTS AND THE PROFESSION 

  

3.0  The Marine Surveyor must always perform his work with competence, integrity and objectivity.  
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3.1  The Marine Surveyor exerts his duties in respect of standards recognized by his profession as 

imposed by the present AIMAQ Code of Ethics in accordance with the standard practices of international 

professional associations such as SAMS1 or NAMS2 . 

 

3.2  Before accepting a professional mandate, the Marine Surveyor assures that he possesses the 

proper knowledge and competencies required to fulfill his mandate with excellence. 

 

3.3  Before completing a mandate, the Marine Surveyor assures that he has clearly designated the 

exact nature of his mandate and the related costs with the Client.  In order to do so, the Marine Surveyor 

will confirm the mandate with the Client using a dated and signed statement. 

 

3.4  Before proceeding with the mandate, the Marine Surveyor must inform the Client of all 

limitations concerning the mandate itself. I.E: The Marine Surveyor can decide that the survey be done 

without any destructive methods such and removal of fixed fastenings, panels or of any other structural or 

secondary elements.  The Marine Surveyor can base his work on detailed visual inspection of all 

accessible elements of the structure and other boat components.  I.E: If the mast is not inspected, the 

Marine Surveyor must make note of it in the « Inspection Limitations » of his report and/or the pre-

established agreement.  

 

3.5  The Marine Surveyor must always use extreme caution while inspecting vessels in repair, on 

building sites or in process of building.  The role of the Surveyor and the extent of his mandate must be 

defined with detail in the report and in the pre-established agreement. 

 

3.6  The Marine Surveyor who faces dangerous work conditions must abstain from working on the 

mandate in question.  Strong gasoline or propane odors or a vessel that is not properly seated, lifted or 

secured out of water are examples of such conditions. 

 

3.7  The Marine Surveyor must restrain from his professional duties if the working conditions prevent 

him to accomplish his mandate by compromising the quality of his evaluations.  This includes 

unfavorable weather conditions.   

 

3.8  The Marine Surveyor does everything in his power to leave the vessel in the exact same condition 

as he found it upon his arrival. Cleanliness is an essential criterion to any inspection even if this requires 

the use of special footwear or rugs. 
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IV : INDEPENDENCE AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 

4.0  The Marine Surveyor prioritizes the Client’s interest, not his own.  

 

4.1  The Marine Surveyor has no actual or upcoming interest in the vessel involved in his report, and 

has no personal interest or does not favor anyone in the completion of his task. 

 

4.2  The Marine Surveyor ignores all events or requests that could influence his professional duties for 

a given mandate.  He must remain impartial in his business with the Client, a contractor, a supplier or any 

other party in relation with the Client.  Such influences could come from brokers, insurance companies, 

workshops, marinas or any other individual or business.   

 

4.3  The Marine Surveyor avoids all situations in which he could be in conflict of interest.  This 

means he cannot exercise his duties if he owns or works in a marine workshop, if he is involved in any 

form in boat sales or rentals, if he is the employee of an insurance company that could potentially try to 

force him to use approaches that differ in any way from the present code of ethics.   

 

4.4  In the mandate of a specific mandate of marine inspection, the Marine Surveyor refuses to accept 

any form of direct or indirect payment that is not related to the normal fees to which he is entitled. In this 

definition, « payment » refers to any form of financial, moral or physical advantage that is not normally 

included in his fees.  

 

4.5  The Marine Surveyor refuses to accomplish any mandate that raises doubt on his ability to remain 

impartial. If there is appearance of conflict of interest, the Marine Surveyor must abstain from the 

mandate.   

 

V : MARINE SURVEY REPORTS 

 

5.0  The content of Article V, Marine Survey Reports, refers to complete vessel inspections (pre-

purchase surveys or condition evaluation for insurance purposes).  The inspections or expertise of vessels 

for insurance claims, bank evaluations or reports on a vessel’s build or repair status are not subject to the 

rules of this article.  
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5.1  The AIMAQ requires that there be no differences between "pre-purchase" and "insurance 

purpose" survey reports.  These reports should be identical in content. 

 

5.2  Inspection reports or Marine survey reports must be done in accordance with the minimal 

requirements contained in SAMS (see Addendum 1).  This minimum is mandatory and all inspection 

reports must meet these standards.  The Marine Surveyor cannot in any case produce reports that do not 

comply with requirements listed in Addendum 1.  The report structure and presentation is entirely left to 

the Marine Surveyor’s discretion.  

 

5.3  The marine survey reports must clearly indicate the limitations of the inspection including which 

elements have been inspected and which have not.  The report must be precise and leave nothing to 

interpretation.  For example, the report must indicate if the engine(s) has(have) been inspected or not and 

also how it was done, in which work conditions, and so on.   

 

5.4  The marine survey reports must be written in proper French or English, be easy to read and 

understand and must also include photos.  They must also be signed and dated by the Marine Surveyor.  

Electronic forms of reports (MS Word or PDF’s for example) are acceptable if they are secured and 

properly digitally signed.  The Marine Surveyor must be able to provide a printed and signed copy to the 

Client if requested.  

 

5.5  Providing the report to the Client must be done in reasonable delays, the desired objective being 

within 48 hours to a maximum of two weeks.  An understanding between the Marine Surveyor and the 

Client must be taken if these delays are not respected.   

 

5.6  Only under the exceptions noted in Article 5.0, a « preliminary », « partial » or « temporary » 

report is NOT acceptable by the AIMAQ.  

 

5.7  When the mandate is confirmed by the Client, the Marine Surveyor assures that he can provide 

the report in French or English (in Canada) to the Client’s request.  If the Marine Surveyor cannot provide 

the report in the preferred language of the Client he will either inform the Client of applicable translation 

fees or refer the Client to a Marine Surveyor who can comply to his requested language.  

 

5.8  The Marine Surveyor can make corrections to the report if they are justified and are requested by 

the Client. 
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VI : DILIGENCE 

 

6.0  The Marine Surveyor does not interrupt his services to the Client unless :  

 

• The Client requests illegal acts or to omit or falsify information 

• It is clear from the start that the inspected vessel is in a very bad condition.  In this case, the 

Marine Surveyor should inform the Client as soon as possible that the vessel’s condition is a 

sufficient motive not to purchase or operate the vessel.  The Marine Surveyor could, to his 

discretion, charge a nominal fee and interrupt the inspection to the Client’s request. 

 

6.1  The marine survey report must specify that it describes the condition of the vessel at its time of 

inspection and that it does not cover the past or future condition of the vessel. 

 

VII : RESPONSIBILITY 

 

7.0  In the work mandate of the Marine Surveyor, a Survey Contract has to be signed by his client 

prior to the survey. This Survey Contract includes clauses that discharge him from liability concerning an 

error linked to omission, negligence, non-exact information, false interpretation or in his efficiency as an 

expert. The Marine Surveyor also specifies that the inspection is not a guarantee of the vessel’s condition, 

hull, machinery, invisible or non-detected damage. The liability of the surveyor is subject at all times to 

the terms and conditions of the Association’s Survey Contract”. 

 

VIII : FEES/ RATES 

 

8.0  The Marine Surveyor must charge a fair, justifiable rate based on his experience, his 

qualifications and competencies.  These rates can be subject to particular conditions such as antique boats, 

complex, wooden or oversized dimensions. 

 

8.1  The Marine Surveyor is expected to respect the applicable laws concerning federal and provincial 

taxes.  He cannot in any case deviate from applicable tax laws by not charging taxes unless he is 

considered by the law as a « small supplier ».  

8.2  The Marine Surveyor can charge fees for his transportation to the job site as well as for lodging 

and mileage according to the case. 
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8.3  The Marine Surveyor should respect the moral code of the business and should not charge lower 

than the market price causing non-respectful business or competition thus harming the entire profession’s 

market. 

 

8.4  The Marine Surveyor is entitled to additional fees for additional services and these can be set as 

hourly rates or package pricing.  All fees are taxable. 

 

IX : PROFESSIONNAL DISCRETION 
 

9.0  In his work and with his Clients, the Marine Surveyor must respect the discretion of any 

confidential information brought to him.   

 

9.1  All details or information taken from a survey report is considered confidential and belongs to the 

Client.  The Marine Surveyor must therefore restrain from revealing any information that is the result of 

an inspection he has done. 

 

9.2  It is not the job of the Marine Surveyor to provide the report to anyone else than the paying 

Client.  The survey report is made exclusively for the Client that has a mandate with the Surveyor.  The 

Marine Surveyor must therefore refuse to provide reports to anyone else unless there is a written 

agreement stating he is to do so.  

 

9.3  The Marine Surveyor cannot reveal who his Client is, what boat is being inspected or any 

conclusions that were the result of an inspection, a claim or an expertise.  The Marine Surveyor must also 

restraint from qualifying a product, vessel or service in response to a Client’s question.  

 

X : LIST OF SUPPLIERS 
 

10.0  The AIMAQ is a fair organization and its impartiality may not be compromised by the support in 

any form of a supplier, institution or any marine related service.  Therefore, the AIMAQ cannot accept 

financial earning (or any other form of contribution) from marine related entities (business or service) 

except for membership fees from its affiliated or corporate members.  This income is firmly regulated by 

the AIMAQ. 
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XI : CORPORATE AND AFFILIATED MEMBERS 

 

11.0  Affiliated and corporate members of the AIMAQ must pay a contribution and sign the statement 

defined by the rules of the AIMAQ. 

 

11.1  The AIMAQ publishes via its web site and/or its bulletin the list of the affiliated and corporate 

members.  This list is not an endorsement of quality service provided by the member.  The AIMAQ 

reserves the right to refuse candidates or remove a member if the rules are not obeyed, if its reputation is 

being diminished or if its values are not being respected. 

 

XII : CONFLICTS 

 

12.0  Any conflict concerning a member of the AIMAQ, (regardless if it comes from inside or outside 

of the association) the complaint filed against him in regards to his survey related duties may be analyzed 

and the AIMAQ comity may make recommendations accordingly. The AIMAQ will take every possible 

action to resolve conflicts according to the protocol established by the rules of the Association.  If a 

justified complaint is filed against a member, the AIMAQ comity reserves the right to sanction the 

concerned member. 

 

12.1  The AIMAQ can defend one or many of its members when they are victims of accusations, 

critiques, confrontation, offence to their reputation, or any form of abuse. 

 
XIII : PUBLICITY 
 
13.0  Every AIMAQ member must mention the association in every published advertising. 

 

13.1   Every Marine Surveyor member of the AIMAQ must behave with dignity when dealing either 

with the public or in his publicity.  If the member publishes articles or opinions, it must always be done 

with respect to the Association and all of its members. 

 
XIV : CONTINUED EDUCATION 
 
14.0  The Marine Surveyor must annually demonstrate that he continues to develop his professional 

knowledge and that he maintains up to date to new approaches or technologies and must do so in respect 

with the continued education rules of the Association. 
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XV : REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS 

 

15.0  A Marine Surveyor that has passed with success at least one time the ABYC3 exams concerning 

standards and regulation on small vessels may become an AIMAQ member.  

 

15.1  A Marine Surveyor that is already a member of SAMS1 (SA5 or AMS6), NAMS2 (Global 

Apprentice, Global Associate or CMS7) or that is already a member of an institution that requires proof of 

knowledge or that uses exams to verify the knowledge of its members may become a member of the 

AIMAQ.    

 

15.2  A Marine Surveyor that has successfully passed the exams of the Chapman School of Seamanship 

or of another renowned marine survey school may become a member of the AIMAQ. 

 

15.3  Any Marine Surveyor that possesses college or pertinent University qualifications in relation to 

the Marine Survey industry may become a member of the AIMAQ. 

 

15.4  Every candidate that does not meet the requirements of 15.0 to 15.3 must submit two survey 

reports to the  selection  comity  (cruiser and sail boat)  done  in  accordance  to  the  mandatory  content 

of reports mentioned in article 5.2 of the present code.  These reports and the candidate’s experience will 

be evaluated by the selection comity and a decision will be made to accept, refuse or accept under 

condition the candidate into the AIMAQ. 

 

15.5  Any candidate who has been refused by the AIMAQ selection comity may present another 

request for membership the following year. 

 

 

_____________________________ 
1
 Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors (USA) 

2
 National Association of Marine Surveyors (USA) 

3
 ABYC Standards Certification  

4
 American Boat & Yacht Council

 
 

5
 Surveyor Associate 

6
 Accredited Marine Surveyor 

7
 Certified Marine Surveyor 
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XVI : LINKS WITH OTHER PROFESSIONNAL ASSOCIATIONS 

 

16.0  The Marine Surveyor member of the AIMAQ is encouraged to become a member of other 

professional associations linked with the profession or with the overall marine environment. 

 

16.1  The Marine Surveyor member of the AIMAQ cannot become a member of other professional or 

social associations that are sponsored by a marine related supplier, service provider or business.  This 

would be in conflict of Section IV of this Code. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDENDUM 1 : Mandatory content of a Marine Survey Report inspired by the format recognized by 

SAMS1.  Members of the AIMAQ must comply with this mandatory content. 

 
MANDATORY CONTENT OF A MARINE SURVEY REPORT 

 

DEFINITION 

 
The mandatory content of pre-purchase, acquisition or insurance renewal reports represent a required 

minimum.  The Marine Surveyor is free to further develop one or many subjects. 

 

MANDATORY CONTENT PHILOSOPHY 
 

Even though the Marine Surveyor must never consider as a reality what he did not observe during an 

inspection, he is required to report the source of any information obtained concerning the vessel’s 

condition. 

___________________________ 
 
1
 Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors (USA)    

 


